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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1926.953 

(iii) Other tests equivalent to para-
graph (d) (i) or (ii) of this section as ap-
propriate. 

(2) All live-line tools shall be visually 
inspected before use each day. Tools to 
be used shall be wiped clean and if any 
hazardous defects are indicated such 
tools shall be removed from service. 

(e) Measuring tapes or measuring ropes. 
Measuring tapes or measuring ropes 
which are metal or contain conductive 
strands shall not be used when working 
on or near energized parts. 

(f) Handtools. (1) Switches for all pow-
ered hand tools shall comply with 
§ 1926.300(d). 

(2) All portable electric handtools 
shall: 

(i) Be equipped with three-wire cord 
having the ground wire permanently 
connected to the tool frame and means 
for grounding the other end; or 

(ii) Be of the double insulated type 
and permanently labeled as ‘‘Double 
Insulated’’; or 

(iii) Be connected to the power sup-
ply by means of an isolating trans-
former, or other isolated power supply. 

(3) All hydraulic tools which are used 
on or around energized lines or equip-
ment shall use nonconducting hoses 
having adequate strength for the nor-
mal operating pressures. It should be 
noted that the provisions of 
§ 1926.302(d)(2) shall also apply. 

(4) All pneumatic tools which are 
used on or around energized lines or 
equipment shall: 

(i) Have nonconducting hoses having 
adequate strength for the normal oper-
ating pressures, and 

(ii) Have an accumulator on the com-
pressor to collect moisture. 

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979; 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6, 
1979, as amended at 59 FR 40730, Aug. 9, 1994] 

§ 1926.952 Mechanical equipment. 
(a) General. (1) Visual inspections 

shall be made of the equipment to de-
termine that it is in good condition 
each day the equipment is to be used. 

(2) Tests shall be made at the begin-
ning of each shift during which the 
equipment is to be used to determine 
that the brakes and operating systems 
are in proper working condition. 

(3) No employer shall use any motor 
vehicle equipment having an ob-
structed view to the rear unless: 

(i) The vehicle has a reverse signal 
alarm audible above the surrounding 
noise level or: 

(ii) The vehicle is backed up only 
when an observer signals that it is safe 
to do so. 

(b) Aerial lifts. (1) The provisions of 
§ 1926.556, subpart N of this part, shall 
apply to the utilization of aerial lifts. 

(2) When working near energized 
lines or equipment, aerial lift trucks 
shall be grounded or barricaded and 
considered as energized equipment, or 
the aerial lift truck shall be insulated 
for the work being performed. 

(3) Equipment or material shall not 
be passed between a pole or structure 
and an aerial lift while an employee 
working from the basket is within 
reaching distance of energized conduc-
tors or equipment that are not covered 
with insulating protective equipment. 

(c) Cranes and other lifting equipment. 
(1) All equipment shall comply with 
subparts CC and O of this part, as ap-
plicable. 

(2) Use of digger derricks must com-
ply with § 1910.269 (in addition to 29 
CFR part 1926, subpart O) whenever 29 
CFR part 1926, subpart CC, excludes 
such use in accordance with 
§ 1926.1400(c)(4). 

(3) With the exception of equipment 
certified for work on the proper volt-
age, mechanical equipment shall not be 
operated closer to any energized line or 
equipment than the clearances set 
forth in § 1926.950(c) unless, in addition 
to the requirements in § 1926.1410: 

(i) The mechanical equipment is in-
sulated, or 

(ii) The mechanical equipment is 
considered as energized. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c)(3): In accordance 
with 29 CFR 1926.1400(g), compliance with 29 
CFR 1910.269(p) will be deemed compliance 
with §§ 1926.1407 through 1926.1411, including 
§ 1926.1410. 

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979 , 75 FR 48135, Aug. 9, 
2010; 78 FR 32116, May 29, 2013] 

§ 1926.953 Material handling. 
(a) Unloading. Prior to unloading 

steel, poles, cross arms and similar ma-
terial, the load shall be thoroughly ex-
amined to ascertain if the load has 
shifted, binders or stakes have broken 
or the load is otherwise hazardous to 
employees. 
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